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Sun Spins Low-Cost UltraSparc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Sun is preparing to upgrade its low-end workstation line with a new
64-bit SPARC processor that includes the VIS multimedia extensions.
The new part, UltraSparc-2i, follows the integrated-peripheral strat-
egy of the MicroSparc line, incorporating a memory controller and
PCI bus interface along with the core UltraSparc CPU. At 300 MHz,
the chip is expected to deliver strong performance (10 SPECint95 and
14 SPECfp95), but it is not slated for production until 4Q97.
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Media processors address a gap in the PC market: today’s x86
processors cannot offer enough performance for the complex multi-
media tasks demanded by end users. But Intel and others are work-
ing to close this gap, and by the time the P7 reaches mainstream PCs
in 2001, media processors may go the way of math coprocessors.
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AMD readies enhanced K5...and moves 133-MHz 486 into embed-
ded; StrongArm screams ahead to 233 MHz; Philips MIPS chip runs
Windows CE; Acer produces integrated 386SX clone; More Macin-
tosh compatibles emerge; Silicon Graphics rolls out new systems;
Sun, Apple ally on multimedia library.

New Multimedia Chips to Enter the Fray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
The upcoming Microprocessor Forum will highlight a key battle:
vendors of general-purpose CPUs are extending their architectures
to accelerate multimedia code while media-processor makers strive
to keep their products ahead of the host-CPU power curve.

Consumers Will Be Slow to Adopt NCs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Art Swift attempts to defuse some of the hype about the network
computer, pointing out that initial deployments are likely to be in
the commercial, not the consumer, space due to the greater avail-
ability of bandwidth and interest from business users.
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