At a Glance

Alpha Hits Low End with Digital’'s 21066 ............cccccceeeiiiiniininnee.
Digital’s new 21066 processor is designed to lower the cost of Alpha

PCs to around $3,000. It integrates interfaces to cache, DRAM, and

PCI, allowing the system designer to use standard PC components.

Its $424 price is competitive with Intel’'s 486DX2-50.

Editorial: The Birth of a Platform
The launch of Apple’s Newton is a watershed event similar to the
announcements of the Macintosh or the IBM PC. Its success will
greatly benefit ARM, but Newton is not wedded to ARM.

Most SIignificant BitS.........cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiin e

Nintendo selects MIPS processor; Intel boosts 1960, previews new
chips; PowerPC may emulate x86 in hardware; Sun picks Tl as
UltraSPARC foundry; AT&T buys Go for Eo; AMD loses OmniBook
socket to TI; Intel, Cyrix drop court cases.

Toshiba Launches 16-Bit Microcontroller Family ....................
The TLCS-900 is Toshiba's latest microcontroller architecture. It is
a new 16-bit upgrade, upward compatible with the company’s 8-bit
TLCS-90. The first three devices range from $7-$18.

Packaging Influences Microprocessor CoSt..........cccceeevvveiiinnnnn,
Microprocessor designers face a series of tradeoffs in cost, perfor-
mance, and power when selecting a package. PQFPs and PGAs are
the most popular choices, but the new ball-grid array used for IBM'’s
RI0OS-1 processor may proliferate in the future.
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Recent IC ANNOUNCEMENTS .......cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e eeeeeeeees
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